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To most readers the primary attraction of Chuwton Manor and its
Oioners, by Messrs. William Austen Leigh and Montagu George Knight of
Chawton (London: Smith, Elder A Co., 1911), will consist in the association
of the place with Jane Austen. Her brother Edward was adopted by
a distant kinsman, Thomas Knight, and succeeded him at Chawton. Here
Jane settled with her mother and sister in 1809 in a small house in the
village, and here she wrote the greater part of her books. But this by no
means represents the real interest of the volume. Chawton Manor has
only once changed hands by way of sale since the Norman Conquest.
That was in 1578, and John Knight, the son of the purchaser, began to
build the existing house a few years later. Though since that time the
property has passed through several families, the old name and traditions
have always been preserved. The history of such a house cannot fail to
be interesting, the more so since each successive family has brought with
it a store of new associations. The authors have done justice to their
subject, and rendered good service in showing how much history may
gather round a house which has never been the home of a man of the first
distinction. Amongst the many documents which they quote, one of
exceptional interest is Sir Christopher Lewkenor'a long report of his
gallant endeavour to hold Chichester for the king in December 1642
(pp. 99-113). Though Lewkenor himself was not connected with Chawton,
his grandchildren succeeded to it. The charm of the book is much enhanced
by the beautiful illustrations and reproductions of family portraits.

C. L. K.

Dr. Andrew Clark's English Register of Godstow Nunnery (London:
Early English Text Society), the third and final part of which was pub-
lished in 1911, is the most important addition to our knowledge of monastic
life in England that has been made sinco Dr. Willis Clark issued the IAber
Memorandorum of Barnwell. We do not find the avarice of a monastery at
its worst candidly exposed as we do at Baruwell: a register of deeds
cannot display motives and methods, and we have no right to assume that
Benedictine nuns were as grasping as that particular body of Austin canons.
But the process by which religious houses were enriched is admirably illus-
trated, as in the case of Wycombc, in Buckinghamshire, where the series
of deeds relating to the tithe is very full; Dr. Clark, however, nowhere
tells us with which Wycombo we are concerned. The causes which led to
donations are often stated, and we can watch the process by which a house
which never received any largo grant steadily accumulated quite a com-
fortable property. There are many points of interest for general history.
In 1346, on the evo of the black death, the parishioners of Bloxham
were clearing their share of Wychwood Forest for cultivation; in 1284
a composition was made in which the wardship of lands, which in 1540
were worth £4 a year, was valued at a mark on each vacancy of the abbey.
Dr. Chirk has written a very full and interesting introduction to the
Register, which contains a few disputable assertions. His definition of
' bur gage' will not stand ; free tenants often enough paid service as well
as rent; his account of tithe of novale would have been improved had he
consulted Schreiber's Kurie und Kloslcr ivt zwijlfun Jahrhundert, which,
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